In the Claims 

Please amend claims 1-18 by re-writing same as indicated in the enclosed complete 
listing of all claims in the application commencing on a separate sheet and indicating the status 
of each claim as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.121(c). 
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Patent Claim s 

1 . ("Currently Amended) Housing structure for mounting optical elements, in particular of a 
projection lens housing in a projection exposure system for manufacturing semiconductor 
elements, wherein attachment locations , which havej yjlh connecting parts, for connection to a 
supporting structure being provided on structural elements, wherein the connecting parts 
com prise supporting elements (12), which are provided with mounting flanges (4-£}-for 
connection to the supporting structur e (A n nrt nn . and wherein the supportin g e l e m ents ar e 
connected to the structural elements (9, 10) in such a way that supporting forces, in particular 
weight forces, are taken up essentially by pressure forces and shear forces. 

2. (Currently Amended) Housing structure according to Claim 1, wherein tkegaM 
connections between the structural elements (9, 10) , thesaid supporting elements (13)-and thesjM 
associated mounting flange (43}-are effected essentially by means of adhesive surfaces (17a, 17b, 
We). 

3. (Currently Amended) Housing structure according to Claim 1, wherein thegaM structural 
elements (9, 10) are made of materials to which the group comprising glass, ceramic and glass 
ceramic belongs. 

4. (Currently Amended) Housing structure according to Claim 1, wherein thesaid 
supporting elements (45)-comprise a metal supporting element-(i3). 

5. (Currently Amended) Housing structure according to one of Claimo 1 to 3, QMelJL 
wherein at least three supporting elements-(4S), distributed over the periphery, act on thesaid 
structural elements (9, 10) . 

6. (Currently Amended) Housing structure according to Claim 5, wherein thfi§aM 
supporting elements (±3}-act on an at least approximately centrally arranged structure reinforcing 
plate-fW). 
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7. ("Currently Amended) H ousing structure according to one of Claims 1 to 6.Claim 1. 
wherein thesaid supporting elements (43)-each have at least approximately an L-shape with a 
mounting flange-^). 

8. f Currently Amended) Housing structure according to Claim 7, wherein thesaid associated 
structural element (9, 10) lies on a horizontal leg of thesaid L-shape and in that the vertical leg of 
the L-shape lies against the external periphery of thesjM structural elemen t (9, 10) , thegaM 
mounting flange-^) adjoining the vertical leg of the L-shape in at least approximately the 
horizontal direction. 

9. (^Currently Amended) H ousing structure according to Claim 8, wherein adhesive surfaces 
are arranged between thesmd two legs of the L-shape of thegaid supporting element (40}-and 
thesaid associated structural elemen t (9, 10) . 

10. (Currently Amended) H ousing structure according to Claim 7, 8, or 9, wherein theggM 
structural element (9, 1 0) i s, in the region of the horizontal leg of the L-shape, provided with a 
through-bore-(2©) 5 through which a prestressed screw (18a) is passed and connected to the 
horizontal leg-(4-£) of the L-shape. 

11. (Currently Amended) H ousing structure according to Claim 7, 8 o r 9 , wherein thesmd 
structural elemen t (9, 10) is, in the region of tbesjM vertical leg-tU) of the L-shape, provided 
with a through-bore-(2-l), through which a prestressed screw (18b) i s passed and by means of 
which thesaid vertical leg-£l€) of the L-shape is connected to thesiM structural elemen t (9, 10) . 

12. (^Currently Amended) Housing structure according to nn n of GtekftS 1 to S. Claim 1. 
wherein thesaid supporting elements (L2)-each have a U-shape seen in cross section, from which 
tkesaid mounting flange (43>-branches off, ttegajd associated structural element (9, 10) b eing 
received between thesaid two U-legs. 

13. f Currently Amended) Housing structure according to Claim 12, wherein thesmd 
structural elemen t (9, 10) is provided with a through-bore-(30), through which a screw (i-8e)-is 
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passed, which is connected to ftegmd two U-legs (15, 22) of thegajd supporting element fi3)-in 
such a way that the two U-legs (15, 22) exert a prestressing force on thegajd structural element 

14. rCurrentlv Amended^ Housing structure according to one of Claims 1 to 5, 0^1, 
wherein thegajd supporting element C\2\ has comprises two clamping plates-f^-33). arranged at a 
distance from one another, between which thegajd associated structural element (9, 10) is 
received, a peripheral plate (±6}-running parallel to the outer wall of thegajd structural element 
(9, 10) , and a mounting flange (13)-connected to thegajd two clamping plates (15,22) and thegajd 
peripheral plate-(4-€). 

15. fCurrentlv Amended') Housing structure according to Claim 14, wherein thegajd 
mounting flange-(43) has at least approximately a T-shape, one T-leg forming thegajd mounting 
flange, and connecting nft r Vy hy means nf which the , connecting said two clamping 
pl a t es (15, 22) and thegajd peripheral plate (16) ar e connected to thegajd mounting flange-^, 
being arranged on a leg-{24) arranged at right angles to the said leg. 

16. fCurrentlv Amended^) Housing structure according to Claim 15, wherein thegajd 
connecting elements are designed as screws (18e) w ith spring elements-(±9). 

17. fCurrentlv Amended') Housing structure according to one of Claims 1 4 t o 16, CMmJ4 
wherein adhesive surfaces (17a, 17b, 17c) are arranged between thegajd clamping plates (15, 22 ), 
thegajd peripheral plate (4£}-and thegajd structural element (9, 10) . 

18. fCurrentlv Amended') H ousing structure according to one nf C laimn 14 to 17. Claim 14. 
wherein thegajd two clamping plates (15, 22) are provided with screws-(i&l), which are screwed 
into thegajd structural element (9, 10) i n such a way that a prestress is exerted on thegajd 
adhesive surfaces (17a, 17c) . 
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